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A BCLP team of appellate attorneys recently achieved a significant pro bono victory in a Hague

Convention case, successfully reuniting a German mother with her child who had been wrongfully

retained for more than a year.

The Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction is a multilateral treaty

that seeks to return children to their native country to allow child custody proceedings to take place

in that country. In this case, the child’s father had been keeping the child in Chicago since July 2023

in violation of the mother’s custody rights under German law. The mother won an order from the

United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois requiring that the child be returned to

her in Germany, but the father obtained a stay of the order and appealed.

BCLP attorneys eagerly stepped in to represent the mother on appeal. The team, led by Partner

Barbara Smith, drafted the mother’s response brief on an expedited briefing schedule, and Associate

Sam Hofmeier argued the case in front of the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.

Associate Adam Steinhilber assisted in drafting the brief and preparing for argument, as well as

managing the numerous other motions made by opposing counsel. The team also handled

ancillary issues in the district court, including securing parenting time for the mother and preventing

the child from leaving the district court’s jurisdiction. Just weeks after oral argument, the Seventh

Circuit issued a lengthy, published opinion – Baz v. Patterson, 100 F.4th 854 (7th Cir. 2024) – in

which it affirmed that the child must return to Germany with the mother.

The BCLP team subsequently obtained and enforced an updated return order for the mother, who

was reunited with her child in July 2024.

“Right from the start, I felt in really good hands. My attorneys Barbara, Sam, and Adam made me

feel like my case mattered to them – they were always available for any questions and guided me

through all my legal options,” the mother commented. “They were professional and empathic and

kind humans at the same time, a rare combination. I am so very grateful they agreed to take my

case pro bono and gave me my life back. My child was returned to me and I can live in peace

again.”
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In addition to Barbara, Sam and Adam, the team’s additional assistance was provided by Partner

Logan Rutherford, Associates Geoff Pipoly and Mike Montoya, Summer Associate Taylor Todd,

Paralegals Tiffany Johnson and Ann Woeppel, and Secretaries Molly Forge, Anita Lodahl and Mary

Kay Vining (retired). Geoff Pipoly and Callie Kutasi are continuing the fight for the mother in district

court, as she works to obtain fees incurred by her trial counsel before BCLP stepped in.
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MEET THE TEAM

Barbara A. Smith Tyson

St. Louis

barbara.smith@bclplaw.com

+1 314 259 2367

Samuel E. Hofmeier

Kansas City

sam.hofmeier@bclplaw.com

+1 816 292 7870

Adam Thomas Steinhilber

Kansas City

adam.steinhilber@bclplaw.com

+1 816 374 3314

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/barbara-a-smith.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/st-louis.html
tel:%2B13142592367
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/samuel-e-hofmeier.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/kansas-city.html
tel:%2B18162927870
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/people/adam-steinhilber.html
https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/offices/kansas-city.html
tel:%2B18163743314
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This material is not comprehensive, is for informational purposes only, and is not legal advice. Your use or receipt

of this material does not create an attorney-client relationship between us. If you require legal advice, you should

consult an attorney regarding your particular circumstances. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and

should not be based solely upon advertisements. This material may be “Attorney Advertising” under the ethics and

professional rules of certain jurisdictions. For advertising purposes, St. Louis, Missouri, is designated BCLP’s

principal office and Kathrine Dixon (kathrine.dixon@bclplaw.com) as the responsible attorney.


